Green Bear Guidelines
Reasons Children do not
Disclose Child Abuse
Statistics Regarding Child Abuse
Approximately 1 in 10 children will be sexually abused before their
18th birthday(1 in 7 girls/1 in 25 boys)
Of children who are sexually abused, 20% are abused before the
age of 8 years.
Nearly 70% of all reported sexual assaults (including adult
assaults) occur to children age 17 and under
About 90% of children who are victims of abuse know their
abuser (approximately 30% are abused by family members)
As many as 40% of children who are sexually abused are abused
by older or more knowledge children.
Over 60% of sexually abused children do not disclose the abuse
to someone who can help them.
Darkness to Light

Self-Blame

The primary reason children do not disclose abuse is because they feel what
happened is their fault. The child feels they did something to cause the abuse,
and the perpetrator will promote these feelings of guilt in the child.
Girls are more likely to report abuse than boys.

Manipulation/Grooming
Grooming - A process where a perpetrator gradually builds a trusting and
emotional relationship with a child with the intent to sexually abuse them and keep
the child from disclosing. Grooming behaviors can include:
Bribes/providing the child with experiences that are valuable,
so the child will not want to lose the perpetrator as a friend
Isolating the child from others
Test their ability to maintain and keep secrets
Desensitize the child through progressive touches
Learning information that will discredit the child.
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Lack of Understanding
Depending on the child's age and level of
developmental maturity, the child may be
unsure or unaware that what has happened
to them was inappropriate. This can happen
with both younger children or cognitively
impaired children.

Special Needs Children
Might be convinced by the perpetrator
what they are doing is a game
Might think it is normal behavior
May be nonverbal and cannot verbalize
what happened.

Relationship to the Perpetrator
If the abuser is a family member or friend, the
child may be confused or may worry that they
will not be believed or the disclosure can harm
the family unit.
Perpetrators will use any means necessary to
prevent disclosures, they may even convince the
child they are in a romantic relationship.

Many times the perpetrator is someone
the child likes, loves or lives with.

Indications Something May Be Wrong

Full body hugs - a high 5 should be enough
Rides home alone or frequent one-on-one meetings
Long or repeated phone calls, texts or direct messages
Roving professionals (professionals who move frequently)
Your child loses interest in favorite activities
Your child keeps secrets from you (not surprises like birthday presents).

According to the Victim/Perpetrator Relationship Continuum,
a child is more likely to disclose abuse if the perpetrator is a stranger
or friend/acquaintance, and less likely to disclose if the child
considers the perpetrator a relative or "lover."
If you suspect abuse, contact Missouri's Child Abuse Hotline @ 1.800.392.3738.
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